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T he gehetat iane behind us have furnished us o u t education in
g ood t i mes a n d bad, and cer t a i n l y t h ese are d i f f i c u l t t i m e s i n
our economy today , bu t I t hi nk t he ques t i on you have t o ask
yoursel f , w ha t k i n d o f ed u c a t i o n a r e w e g o i n g t o p r o v i d e f o r our
young people now and through their college years, through their
comnunity college years, wherever they intend to go, what kind
o f co nanitment ar e we mak i n g f o r o u r f ut u r e ? Cer t ai n l y t he s e
difficult times will come and they will go, and none of us knows
when improved times ar e going to com e . Some o f u s are
enheartened by this rain today, for example. But the issue is I
think much of this we' ll have to debate on the philosophical
basis. And I know there's going to be questions about the depth
that we went into the budget, particularly in the operations
side, and I' ll certainly be happy to answer those questions in
detail. We did examine severe cuts to most of our institutions
and decided that they were too severe, and so we have more
modest cuts in K-12 education and in higher education than the
Governo r o f f e r e d . Bu t su f f i ce i t o sa y t h a t i f we a r e t o t a k e
a significant amount of additional cuts it would be , from our
comnittee's perspective, it wi l l hav e to be ou t of higher
education and the K-12 ed, education aid, because there are just
nowhere else to go with those kind o f sig nificant amounts of
cuts. So with tha t, Nr. Speaker, I think I will open it for
coaanents, questions, or particularly amendments. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. As stated by
the Clerk, there ar e com nittee amendments o ffered b y the
Appropriations Comnittee to LB 4 07. Nr . Cl e rk. Senator
Wehrbein, you have not opened on the comnittee amendments yet,
8 0 . . .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I inten ded to open on the com ni ttee
amendments in this last...in about the second half of my
comnents, Nr . S p e aker .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Por the record, you can open o n th e m rig ht
now, if you take two seconds or three seconds, whatever.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: For the record, I'm opening on the comnittee
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